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Preface 
This publication is the result of the 8
th
 conference of network europe, which 
was held on 11-13 July 2016 in Moscow, Russia. Network europe, estab-
lished in 2004 by the Europe Institute at the University of Zurich, is a coop-
eration and discussion platform between academic and research institutes 
from west, east and central European countries all of which are engaged in 
research on different issues of the European integration process.  
The topic of the 8
th
 conference was “Rule of Law in Europe – Current Chal-
lenges”. The rule of law is a legally binding constitutional principle which is 
recognised as one of the founding principles inherent to all constitutional 
systems of the Member States of the EU and the Council of Europe. The 
principle of rule of law is explicitly referred to in the EU Treaties and the 
Court of Justice has emphasized that the EU is “based on the rule of law 
inasmuch as neither its Member States nor its institutions can avoid a review 
of the question whether the measures adopted by them are in conformity 
with the basic Constitutional Charter, the Treaty”. To strengthen the rule of 
law in the EU, the European Commission put forward a new EU framework 
in March 2014. In doing so, the Commission aimed to more effectively ad-
dress any situation where “there is a systemic threat to the rule of law” with-
in any Member State. The framework is designed to complement existing 
means of protecting the EU's rule of law.  
The conference participants discussed the concept, the legal basis and cur-
rent challenges of the rule of law principle in the EU as well as the efficiency 
of the new instruments to enforce it.  
We would like to thank our conference host in Moscow, Prof. Dr. Paul Kali-
nichenko, our network colleagues, as well as Mr. Benedict Hauser from the 
State Secretariat for Education and Research in Bern/Switzerland for sup-
porting the organisation of this conference. 
 
Zurich, March 2017 Andreas Kellerhals/Tobias Baumgartner 
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